
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Press Release 

 Page 1 of 3 

The Berlinale Competition Programme Is Nearing Completion: 
Debut Films and Master Directors 
 
The selection for the Competition programme of the 56th Berlin International 
Film Festival is nearing completion: 23 of the 26 films have been confirmed. 
Aside from the nine films already announced (see press release from 20 Dec. 
2005) another 14 entries have been invited, including 11 world premieres.  
The Berlinale will open on February 9 with Marc Evans’ drama Snow Cake, 
starring Alan Rickman and Sigourney Weaver in the leading roles. 
 
Alongside Oskar Roehler’s Elementarteilchen (The Elementary Particles) and 
Hans-Christian Schmid’s Requiem, the Competition will present two more world 
premieres of German films: in Der freie Wille (The Free Will), director Matthias 
Glasner (Die Mediocren) follows a man who has been released from prison after 
serving twelve years for multiple rape. Jürgen Vogel plays this man who is so 
driven by inner forces; Sabine Timoteo, a young woman who wants to free him 
from his restraints.  
Valeska Grisebach (Be My Star) recounts the story of a love triangle set in the 
German eastern provinces in Sehnsucht. The film, with its cast of amateurs, 
reflects on dreams and departures, as well as on the search for happiness and 
related sufferings and hopes.  
 
The Berlinale Competition is screening the world premiere of A Prairie Home 
Companion (USA), an ensemble comedy by master director Robert Altman. The 
story is about a legendary radio show which is taken off the air after thirty years. 
Altman, the winner of several Berlinale prizes, has assembled an unparalleled 
cast of stars, including Meryl Streep and Lily Tomlin, Woody Harrelson, Kevin 
Kline and John C. Reilly. 
 
Screening out of competition, Bennett Miller’s biopic Capote portrays the 
extravagant and dazzling writer Truman Capote, and the origins of his non-
fiction novel In Cold Blood. The title role of this writer so torn by inner conflicts 
is played by Philip Seymour Hoffman (Golden Globe 2006).  
Also running out of competition will be the world premiere of V for Vendetta 
(USA/Germany) by James McTeigue, a screen adaptation of the graphic novel. 
Natalie Portman and Hugo Weaving star in the film which was made at the film 
studios in Babelsberg. V for Vendetta is set in a futuristic landscape in Britain that 
is governed by a fascist regime, and depicts the loss of freedom and personal 
identity in a totalitarian world. The screenplay was written by the Wachowsky 
brothers (Matrix). 
 
Claude Chabrol’s world premiere L'ivresse du pouvoir (Comedy of Power) is a 
French-German co-production. In this political thriller Isabelle Huppert plays an 
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uncompromising examining magistrate who is investigating against the managing 
director of a large group of companies. As things progress, she is confronted 
with the full extent of her own power.  
Director Michel Gondry has two films at the Berlinale: in addition to his 
documentary Dave Chappelle's Block Party in the Panorama, the Oscar-winner 
(for Eternal Sunshine of The Spotless Mind) is presenting The Science of Sleep. 
The French production is screening out of competition. A young man withdraws 
completely into his dreams, neglecting real life until he begins to confuse his 
dream world with reality. The leads are performed by Gaël Garcia Bernal and 
Charlotte Gainsbourg, two of the most distinguished actors of their generation. 
 
With Romanzo Criminale (Crime Novel), Italian director and actor Michele 
Placido (The Octopus) has staged a gangster drama about corruption against a 
historical backdrop. The film is based on a novel by judge Giancarlo De Cataldo 
and focuses on a dark chapter in Italian history involving the Mafia, terrorism, 
corruption and politics. In the film a group of gangsters aspires to dominate all 
of Rome with their criminal organization. The protagonists are played by Kim 
Rossi Stuart, Anna Mouglalis and Stefano Accorsi, among others. 
 
Following In this World, for which Michael Winterbottom received the Golden 
Bear in 2003, the British director has once again taken up an explosive political 
issue in The Road to Guantanamo. The film traces three Muslims from Great 
Britain who were held without being charged at Guantanamo Bay prison camp 
for two years. Winterbottom’s world premiere combines elements of fiction, 
authentic reports and interviews. 
  
The world premiere En Soap is a Danish-Swedish co-production. In her 
directorial debut, Pernille Fischer Christensen portrays the tragicomic 
relationship between the owner of a beauty clinic and a transsexual. Trine 
Dyrholm and David Dencik play the leads.  
 
After such highly regarded documentaries as Megacities or Workingman's Death, 
Austrian director Michael Glawogger will present Slumming, his second feature 
film, as a world premiere. The Austrian-Swiss co-production is a black comedy 
about two yuppies who play nasty tricks on others. One of these practical jokes 
turns out to have fatal consequences for everyone involved. The movie features 
August Diehl as one of the yuppies and Paulus Manker as the city tramp. 
  
The Argentine-French-German co-production El Custodio is a psychological 
study about the body guard of a top politician who so dedicated that he is in 
danger of losing his own identity. Rodrigo Moreno was a member of the 
directing trio of El Descanso (Sweet Repose), which received several festival 
awards. El Custodio is the first film he has directed on his own and is screening 
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in the Competition as a world premiere. It was realized with the support of the 
 
World Cinema Fund. The film stars Julio Chávez, Osvaldo Djeredjian and 
Adrián Andrada. 
 
Zemestan (It’s Winter), a world premiere by Persian director Rafi Pitts, has been 
invited from Iran. The film is a neo-realistic study on living and working 
conditions in the outskirts of Teheran. Ali Nicksaulat, Mitra Hadjar, Hashem 
Abdi and Said Orkani play the leading roles. 
 
In Isabella (Hong Kong,China) by Pang Ho-cheung, a police officer in Macao is 
suddenly confronted with  the fact that he is a young girl’s father. Whereas he 
would like to continue his life as a bachelor, his daughter insists on moving into 
his apartment. This world premiere features Chapman To and Isabella Leong. 
Pang Ho-cheung’s comedy Men Suddenly in Black won him the best new 
director award at the Hong Kong Film Festival.  
 
The following, previously announced Competition films will also be screening: 
 
- Candy by Neil Armfield, Australia (World Premiere) 
- Elementarteilchen (The Elementary Particles) by Oskar Roehler, Germany   
  (World Premiere) 
- Grbavica by Jasmila Zbanic, Austria/Bosnia-Herzegovina/Germany/Croatia  
  (World Premiere) 
- Invisible Waves by Pen-ek Ratanaruang, Netherlands/Thailand/Republic of  
  Korea (World Premiere) 
- The New World by Terrence Malick, USA (Out of Competition) 
- Requiem by Hans-Christian Schmid, Germany (World Premiere) 
- Snow Cake by Marc Evans, Great Britain/Canada (World Premiere) 
- Syriana by Steve Gaghan, USA (Out of Competition) 
- Wuji / The Promise by Chen Kaige, Hong Kong, China/USA (Out of  
  Competition) 
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