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CASTANHA

+What have | become? Me, a true 80’s creature?”, fragt die von Joéo Car-
los Castanha verkorperte Figur in einem Theaterstlick und meint damit
ebenso gutihn selbst: Jodo, 52, Schauspieler und Transvestit, hat seine
besten Jahre schon hinter sich. Er ist krank, hat Liebhaber und Weg-
gefahrten verloren und wirkt mide, setzt seinen Lebenswandel indes
unbeirrt fort. Gemeinsam mit seiner Mutter bewohnt er zwei Zimmer
in einer abgeriegelten kleinbirgerlichen Wohnanlage, nachts tritt er
in kleinen Theatern und Schwulenbars auf.

Mindestens genauso viel Zeit wie fiir Jodos Performances und sein un-
vergessliches Gesicht nimmt sich der Film fiir die einsamen Momente
in schabigen Backstage-Raumen und die prazise Erkundung eines —
mal zartlichen, mal unbarmherzigen und brutalen - Milieus, dessen
flichtiger Glanz billige Oberflache ist. Auf vielschichtige Weise ver-
binden sich dokumentarische Beobachtung, Inszenierung und fiktive
Elemente zu einer Erzdhlung tber Leben und Tod: Wéahrend sich Jodo
schon mit einem Bein im Grab wahnt und von den Geistern seiner Ver-
gangenheit heimgesucht wird, feiert er hartnackig das Leben., I think |
might go to hell. Hell is a rave. An eternal rave.”

Jodo Carlos Castanha

‘What have | become? Me, a true 80's creature?’ is what the character
played by Jodo Carlos Castanha asks on stage, which could just as easily
be directed at he himself: 52-year-old actor and transvestite Jodo has
his best years behind him. He's ill, has lost both lovers and companions
along the way and appears weary, even if none of this stops him from
living the way he always has. Jodo shares two rooms with his mother
in a lower middle-class housing complex closed off to the outside; at
night he performs in small theatres and gay bars.

The film makes just as much time for solitary moments in shabby
backstage areas as it does for Jodao's performances and his unforgettable
face, exploring a milieu at once tender, brutal and cruel with precision,
its fleeting glamour only skin-deep. Its complex layers of documentary
observation, staged sequences and fictional elements coalesce into
a story of life and death: while Jodo imagines himself as having one
foot in the grave and is haunted by the ghosts of his past, he doggedly
continues to celebrate life.’l think | might go to hell. Hell is a rave. An
eternal rave!
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